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Welcome to the Dummy Stamps Study Group’s Twenty-Third Newsletter
This newsletter is produced quarterly by the United States Stamp Society’s - Dummy Stamps Study Group for
your information and pleasure. We hope that the information included in this newsletter will be informative, useful
and encourage your enjoyment of collecting dummy/test stamps. Our goal is to keep you up-to-date with the latest
information available to our group. Questions, comments and articles proposed for publication should be directed to
Terry R. Scott, Chairman of the Dummy Stamps Study Group at trs@napanet.net

A Wonderful Meeting at WESTPEX in San Francisco

Left to right - Jim Kloetzel, Doug Iams, Mike Perry & Terry Scott Photo courtesy of John Larson
On April 29 to May 1, 2011 the annual WESTPEX
stamp show was held. This year it was held at the San
Francisco Airport Marriott Hotel in Burlingame, CA
near the San Francisco International Airport as it has
been for many years. This show is the largest stamp
show on the West Coast and it is very nicely run and
has been for a long time.
When I was much younger and living in Redding,
in Northern California, I used to travel to the WESTPEX shows with a stamp collecting friend from high
school making a very long day of it since we drove to
San Francisco that morning and returned that same
night for about 440 miles round trip. Remember being

young and foolish! Now I am old and foolish! and I
have attended every year since.
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This year was to be another special year for me at
the show. In past years I have had the opportunity to
meet and discuss test stamps with Mr. James Kloetzel,
Editor of Scott Catalogues but this year a more structured meeting had been arranged by fellow test stamp
collector John Larson for him, Mike Perry and myself,
to meet with Jim Kloetzel, with Doug Iams dropping
in a bit later, to discuss several new discoveries that
the participants showed to Jim Kloetzel at this meeting.
Topics of discussion included several new discoveries, corrections to existing listings, additional information for existing listings but the main topic of the
meeting was reporting the discovery of several new
dummy booklets by John Larson.

John Larson’s newly discovered dummy booklets
will be the subject of a couple of articles soon to appear in Linn’s Stamp News. More detailed information
regarding these new dummy booklets will be the subject of articles that will appear in future issues of The
United States Specialist.
We all wish to thank Jim for his very keen interest
in the test stamps section of the current Scott Catalogues and he indicated that further expansion of this
section will be possible in the future.
These newly discovered dummy booklets are to be
listed in the upcoming 2012 Scott Specialized Catalogue of United States Stamps and Covers. ❏

Recent Auctions of Interest to Dummy Stamp Collectors
by Terry R. Scott

On February 25, 2011 Michael Rogers, Inc. held
Mail Sale #96 that contained the following test
stamps. There is a 15% buyer’s premium for this sale.
Lot 3060**1988-2005 Test coils and Test booklet
panes, selection of five different items including
TDB82, TDB88, TD137 coil strip of five (3) and
TD138 strip of five, og NH Fine-VF. (Sc TD107//
TDB88 No Photo cat val $84) ECV $42.00 Unsold

On April 28 - May 1, 2011 Schuyler Rumsey
Philatelic Auctions held Sale #44 (WESTPEX Sale)
that contained the following test stamps. There is a
15% buyer’s premium for this sale.

Lot 1072 1910-27, Blank test coil, Mailometer type I
perforations. Pair, bright and fresh with never hinged
o.g., Very Fine. Photo Scott No. TD47 $400 as
hinged singles. Realized: $200

Lot 2010 E 1995, 00¢ Antique Automobiles essay.
Imperf on gummed stamp paper, se-tenant strip of 5,
o.g., never hinged, similar to issued design with some
alterations in position of captions, Very Fine, only 5
such strips are are reported to exist. Photo Estimate
$1,000 - 1,500. Not Sold
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On May 20-21, 2011 The Stamp Center - Dutch
Country Auctions held Public Auction #274 that contained the following test stamps. There is a 12%
buyer’s premium for this sale.
Lot 46 TEST STAMP COVERS (2) 1959 Blue Rubber Stamp Vert & Horiz Uncancelled Plus TD95 Sgl
w/1959 "Parade of Postal Progress" Cancel All UA FVF+ Unusual! No Photo EST $100.00-$150.00 Realized Unknown
Lot 566 TEST STAMPS TD107d Unopened Coil
Roll of (500) F-VF NH No Photo CAT $1,000.00
Realized Unknown
On May 25, 2011 Michael E. Aldrich Auctions
held Sale No. 67 that contained the following test
stamps. There is a 15% buyer’s premium for this sale.

Lot 387 (TD110) Orange, H. Pair, NH, vivid rich
color, fresh and Superb Gem, a choice example of
this exceedingly rare test coil Photo
CV
$2,000.00 Realized $1,150.00
On June 11-12, 2011 Regency Superior held Public Auction #87 that contained the following test
stamps. There is a 17% buyer’s premium for this sale.

Lot 385 (TD94a) Carmine, H. Imperforate Pair,
NH, sharp color, fresh and Extremely Fine and
choice, quite rare Photo CV $200.00 Realized
$400.00

Lot 386 (TD108) Carmine, H. Pair, NH, stunning sharp color, fresh and Superb Gem, a choice
example of this exceedingly rare test coil Photo
CV $1,900.00 Realized $1,250.00

Lot #1698: USA 1940 (TD85) FULL BLANK
DUMMY PANE OF 50 A MINT never hinged full
pane of 50 with no stamp design whatsoever. Pane
from old error hoard, it is TD85 with Type I gum
breakers and measures 11¼ by 10½, and the large
margin has post office staple holes!
Photo Cat
$2500.00 Not Sold
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Lot 1788
** TEST STAMPS 1995 USPS TEST
PANE A real oddity, a vertical strip of 5 on gummed
stamp paper with partial USPS 1995 imprint at bottom, printed with simulated perfs and black background. The denomination is '00' on each stamp.
MINT never hinged, very fine and rare. Photo Estimate: $1200.00 Not Sold
On April 5, 2011 Paradise Valley Stamp Company,
Inc. held MAIL AUCTION #F229 that contained the
following test stamps. There is no buyer’s premium
for this sale.
Lot 6626 1940, 37c VIOLET ON BUFF BOOKLET
COVER WITH TWO PURPLE PANES OF SIX,
#TBD3, complete mint never hinged unexploded
booklet, very fine, scarce, Cat. $600.00 Photo MB
$300.00 Not Sold

Proposed Future DSSG Projects
Updating Research Paper Number 3 - Dummy Stamp Booklets
Work is progressing, very much still at a snail’s
pace, on updating Research Paper Number 3 - Dummy
Stamp Booklets. The last update by Earl McAfee,
Dummy Booklets Study Group Chairman, was in
1998. Since then there have been many new discoveries. Many of them have been written up in articles in
The United States Specialist. Now the time has come
to document and illustrate them in a new updated version of Research Paper Number 3. I am in charge of
this update project and knowing that it will take quite

a bit of time to complete, have no estimated completion date in mind. I will be asking all of you to join
me in this project as I am not able to do it all, nor
would you want me to do it all. It is a DSSG project
and all members should have a chance to provide their
input. Several illustrations are needed and a listing of
these will be sent to you when I compile it. Scans at
300 dpi are necessary for clarity. It is anticipated that
this publication will be in color. It has not yet been
determined if it will be available on CD. ❏

Requests for Articles for The United States Specialist
by Terry R. Scott
Leonard Piszkiewicz, Editor of The United States
Specialist, is always looking for articles of interest for
inclusion in our society’s monthly publication. The
type of articles Len needs most are the shorter ones,
one or two-page articles. If you are considering
writing an article for The United States Specialist,
please contact him for instructions. If the article is
regarding dummy stamps, I would appreciate knowing
about it also. Many members of the DSSG have

written articles on dummy stamps and other stamps for
this publication. It is rewarding and other USSS
members benefit greatly from the information that is
published in The United States Specialist.
Leonard can be reached by e-mail at:
lenp@pacbell.net or his mailing address is: Leonard
Piszkiewicz, Editor, 951 Rose Court, Santa Clara, CA
95051, phone (408) 241-4626. ❑
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